2 WESTERN AUSTRALIA.

it may be said, world-famed insumnc‘c
companics, the Australinn Mutual Provi-
dent Society and the Nationaul Mutual
Lifg Associabion, have cach erected »vc‘zryl
fine and jmlidsdlnc Duildings, in .\V]).l(;ll
they themselves do large and flourishing
busincsses, besides furnishing chambers for
a number of professional men; and the
National Mutunal Building also houses the
Cdmnxyél'cinl;:IB_zLx'lk of : Australia, Limited.
Another ,bAn’]g 1t;vlmb has for some years been
established: in Perth is the Bank of New
South Wales... .In St. George’s Terrace will
also be _.fou'nd,’bhe offices of the Commercial
Union Tnsurance: Company and the New
Zealand Tire a[ﬁd Marine. Insurance CO}H-
pﬁmj.. " Proceeding in an easterly divection
up 86, George’s T'errace, beneath the grate-
ful shude of verdant lilac and chesnub
brees, which give to this fine thoronghfare
an appearance of bhecontinental bou].cvards,
we pass: bhe Exchange. Club, a social and
bus'ness institution, where visitors duly
int,rt‘)\“.:cd are hospitably received. The
Weld Club, the chicl institution of its kind
in the colony, has built & particularly fine
¢lub house on the river side, overlooking
the new Recreation Ground, and there are

few clubs in Australia able to boast of such *|

excellent accommodation and such a charm-
ing i)fosp(_éct. Opposite the Tixchange Club
are the Government Offices, including fhe
Post and Telegraph Offices.  These form
a large and imposing block of buildings,
well designed and built, and affording
ample accommodation for ministers, heads
of departments and their suborl inates, who
form so luge a section of Perth socicty.
These offices were recently enlarged and
imbrdvéd ab a total cost of nearly £40,000.
The vestibule and interior hall of the
General Post Office are particnlarly fine
and imposing, and are much admired. In
the centre of the picce of ground adjoining
the piiblfc offices, and partly conccu}(:d f Tom
view b'y. a thick clump or row of mulberry

cently erected at o cost of £20,000, and
awaiting the construction of a lofty tower »
to complete it.  This is a large and hand- ‘
some building, of the pointed Gothic order
of architecture, in which brick, the chicf
material nsed in construction, is employed

“to singular advantage. The new Bishop,

Dr. "Rilcj, resides in Perth, and the parish
of St, Gieorge’s is presided over by a Dean,
who is nl&sisbed,by bwo curates. . There are
also three suburban Anglican churches: in
Perth. Opposite to the cubhcdmlds the
Government Gardens, which thongh not
very extensive are charmingly ](}ifl out, and
form a pleasant resort for the cnbnzens,.mxd
are consequently well patronised, especially
during the warm evenings in the summer
months,

"I'he Government House Domain adjoins
these grounds, and this slopes down to
the river side and is veally beautifully
lnid ont. Government House itself is one
of the handsomest and finest vice-regal
residences Australia, and here -the
present  Governor of the Colony, Sir
William Robinson, lives for the great:.er
part of the year, and dispenses a dis-
criminating and pleasant hospitality. Bn.tz
we have now gob into the ])1'in¢i1m1 resi-
dential portion of the city, and for the rest
of the extent of St. George’s Terrace we
find a concession of cosy and handsome
villa residences, such as would adorn and
grace a city of far larger size and pre-
tensions than Perth.

in

Running  parallel with St Gcorf?{u’s
Terrace is IHay Street, the princ;.])nl
business thoroughfare of Perth. Un-
fortunately this strect, though long, is
considerably spoiled by its Inck of width.
Nevertheless, here also we find some
extensive places of business, including the
Town Hall and Houses of Parliament, the
Mechanics’ Institute, and the St. Gcorge’s
Hall, used for theatrical and musical

trees, is the new Anglican Cathedral, re-

i

entertainments.  Along this thoroughfare
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are to be found the Drincipal merchants,
storekeepers and traders of Peytl,

The Town Hall, capable of containing
1,500 persons, is a lending architectural
feature of the city, and in it public
meetings, civic balls and dinners, concerts
and public entertainments of varions kinds
are held.  Astached to it are sniths of civie
and private offices, and adjoining it is the
House of Assembly, a handsome chamber
internally, lighted with the clectric Tight,
comfortably seated, and furnished with
ample accommodation for the members,
press and public, The Tegislative Council
sits in a smaller chamber in 86, George's
Terrace, opposite the public offices already
deseribed, but amongst the public baild-
ings - in contemplation are  Parlinment
Houses.  May Strect West is  another
residential portion of the city, and its
healthy heights, cyomm:mding an extensive
and beautiful view, are fast being erowned
by handsome residences, The East End
of this thoronghfare, rather confusingly
styled Howick Street, is also devoted to
private residences, and hag many charms,
being plentif ully planted with trees, which
~afford an umbrageons resort in he
summer months,

Murray Street, o fine broad thorongh-
fare, Ties parallel with Hay Street, and is
chiefly. devoted to shops, factorics and
other places of business. There ave several
carriage factories and iron foundries in
this street, which is destined to he of
greab commereial importance. rowning
the eastern snmmip of Muray Streck, or
rather its continuation, Goderiel Street,
is the Roman Catholic O:Lbhcdml,. an
imposing building in
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wards.  Adjoining the Romian Cutliolic

Cathedral is the Episcopal Palace, whicli
is not unworthy, from jts onbward appear:
ance, of its highssounding name,

We.have now mentioned the three
principal business and residentinl streets
of the city, but their intersections contain
many . excellent private dwelling-houses,
and the city is- rapidly spreading in cvery
direction, The leading suburbs of Perth
—South Perth, North Pér(;h, Victoria
Park, West Perth ang’ Biyswater—all
present atbractions, either from heir éloya.
ted and henlbhy: position, as in the cuse of
Victoria Park and West DPerth, or, as in
thut of South Perth, beeatse of heir
adjacency to the beantiful river, These
subnrbs have all been ent up in blocks of
convenient size, which are obtainable on
very reasonable terms,  The price of land
is, however, likely to rise_both in city and
suburbs, and now is the time to Dbuynas
land will certainly never be cheap, fchan
ib is ab present, and will most probably,
and in fact without douht, ere long
much dearer.,

be

Ab one bime it nsed to he a reproach
against Perth that the hotel accommodii-
bion to De obtained there was of g very

indiffereng character, bub  times are
changed and Perth has advanced with
them, and now excellent accommodation
can he obtained ab the leading hostelries,
and’ ab reasonable rates. The leading
hotels of the city are nearly all within five
or seven minutes’ walk of the Contral
Perth Railway: Station, and eabg and
busses ply constantly to and fro. Many of

the leading hotels are furnished with

position, bug awaiting completion, 1n
the same thovoughfare is the Colonial
Hospital, a pretby structure which js about
to be considerably enlarged and improved,
Here out-patients are seen daily by the
house surgeon, whilst good accommoda-
bion for serious cases is found within the

)

telephonic comnmunication with the City
and Frematitle Ex‘chungcs, and accomme-
dation can he secured by this means or hy
that of telegraph."” o

There are also several excellent boarding

“houses in the .city, where accommodation

can be obtained at very reasonable rates,
W.oatsr, 1%




