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MN 0071 
Acc 7273A 
 
DURACK FAMILY (Papers of Mary Durack Miller) 
 

Michael Patrick Durack, (1865-1950), and John Wallace Durack, (1867-1936), were sons of Patrick 
Durack and his wife Mary, nee Costello.  After their family's 1882-83 overland expedition from 
Queensland to the Kimberley, they were sent to Argyle Downs station in 1886, arriving just in time for 
the Halls Creek goldrush. 

 
The Durack family were leaders in the Kimberley beef industry from the 1890's, opening up new 
markets for beef both locally and overseas.  In 1897 they merged with their shipping agents to form 
the firm of Connor, Doherty and Durack Ltd.  Over the next fifty years, this firm was the major 
influence in the Kimberley pastoral industry, controlling properties totalling nearly 6000 square miles 
on the Western Australian-Northern Territory border, and largely dominating the Wyndham export 
trade. 
 
From 1917 - 1924 M.P. Durack was a member of State Parliament, firstly as a Nationalist, then a 
Country Party member of the Legislative Assembly for Kimberley.  In 1909 he married Bessie 
Johnstone (1883 - 1980).  Their four sons and two daughters included Kimberley Michael (1917-68), a 
notable pioneer of agriculture in the Kimberley, Dame Mary Durack Miller (1913-1994), a 
distinguished author and historian, and Elizabeth Durack Clancy (b.1915 - ), a noted painter. 
   
J.W.Durack assisted in establishing Argyle Station and was business manager in Wyndham and later 
manager of his company's interests in Kalgoorlie and Perth.  He never married. 
 
 
The Papers 
The papers were purchased by the State Library of Western Australia from Patsy Millett in 2008 (Acc 7273A) 
 
The index below is a broad guide to the collection.  
 
The collection is in the process of being made available to researchers. Ms. Millett has created in-depth indexes 
for all files in the collection and these will added to this page as checking and processing is completed. 
 
To access items in the collection, quote the accession number (e.g. ABAG/1), and brief subject description. 
 
Copyright Restrictions 
The Commonwealth Copyright Act 1968 regulates copying of unpublished material. It is the user’s legal 
obligation to determine and satisfy copyright. 
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INDEX   

SUBJECT PMM INDEX No. REQUEST THIS NUMBER 
 

ABORIGINAL 
Aboriginal - Anthropological and General 

ABAG1  ACC 7273A/box 1 

ABAG2  ACC 7273A/box 2 

Aboriginal - General 
 

ABG1 (items 1-26) ACC 7273A/box 3 

ABG1 (item 26A) ACC 7273A/box 4 

ABG2 (items 27-46) ACC 7273A/box 5 

ABG3 ACC 7273A/box 6 

Aboriginal biographies and other information 
 (see also H&B files) 

AB-NAMES 
 

ACC 7273A/box 6 

   

Aboriginal Treaty Support Group ABTR ACC 7273A/box 7 

   

Aboriginal Theatre Foundation ATF1 ACC 7273A/box 8 

ATF2 ACC 7273A/box 9 

ATF3 ACC 7273A/box 10 

ATF4 ACC 7273A/box 11 

ATF5 ACC 7273A/box 12 

ATF6 ACC 7273A/box 13 

ATF7 ACC 7273A/box 14 

ATF8 ACC 7273A/box 15 

ATF9 ACC 7273A/box 16 

ATF10-ATF11 ACC 7273A/box 17 

ATF12-ATF13 ACC 7273A/box 18 

ATF14-ATF15 ACC 7273A/box 19 

ATF16 ACC 7273A/box 20 

ATF17-ATF18 ACC 7273A/box 21 

ATF19-ATF27 ACC 7273A/box 22 

   

BROOME and MDM BROOME NOTEBOOKS 
History 

BME1 ACC 7273A/box 23 

BME2 ACC 7273A/box 24 

   

BUTTON, Robert (Bob)  
History 

RB ACC 7273A/box 25 

   

CD&D 
Loose letters & letterbook summaries and transcripts 

Letterbooks 
Looseletters  

 
CD&D/LLT 
CD&D/LB 
CD&D/LL 

 
ACC 7273A/box 182-206 

NOT YET PROCESSED 

   

CHERRY Family    
MS and Tree 

 
CHF 

 
ACC 7273A/box 37 

   

DURACK, Bess IM (nee Johnstone)  
Diaries/memoirs/Letters/articles re  

  
BIM-D 

 
ACC 7273A/boxes 26-36 

   

DURACK, Elizabeth 
Exhibits,catalogues/presscuts/articles by and re and 

associated 

ED  
ACC 7273A/box 46 

   

DURACK, Family  
Family tree 

 
DFT 

 
ACC 7273A/box 44 

Historical/ Exploration  DHE ACC 7273A/box 45 
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SUBJECT PMM INDEX No. REQUEST THIS NUMBER 
 

Legal & Historical Records ( with historic letter transcripts) DLH ACC 7273A/boxes 47-48 

Publications associated with Durack family DPUB ACC 7273A/boxes 49-52 

Correspondence and record of a family dispute over the 
archival papers 

DFD 
 

ACC 7273A/box 43 
RESTRICTED ACCESS 

   

DURACK, JJE (Dermot)  
Letters 1901-1955 

 
LL/DERM 

 
ACC 7273A/boxes 53-55 

   

DURACK, JW 
 Diaries - Information  and material. 

 
JWD/DRY  

 
ACC  7273A/box 56 

   

DURACK, Kim 
Ord/Carlton/Camballin, Perth, 

Canberra/biog/letterbooks/personal/family/correspondence/ 
business correspondence/ philosophical theses/ 

publications/newscuts re and general.   

 
KMD/1 - 12 
 

 
3 Box files 
1 clip-box file 
8 leverarch files 

NOT YET PROCESSED 

   

DURACK, Mary -  Books and Other Works   

The Singing Bone (Text of picture book stories of Nungaree 
and Jungaree in collaboration with Elizabeth Durack)  

MDM/PSBK 
 

ACC 7273A/box 77 

Child Artists of the Australian Bush (Carrolup story) MDM/CARR ACC 7273A/box 60 

Keep Him My Country MDM/KC ACC 7273A/box 66 

Kings in Grass Castles MDM/KGC ACC 7273A/box 70 

(Kings in Grass Castles Film Scripts) MDM/KF ACC 7273A/boxes 67-69 

Sons in the Saddle  MDM/STS ACC 7273A/box 100-101 

(The End of Dreaming - co-written with I Drysdale) MDM/EOD ACC 7273A/box 61  

Rock and the Sand MDM/RS ACC 7273A/boxes 78-81 

To Be Heirs Forever MDM/HF ACC 7273A/boxes 63-65 

Land Beyond Time MDM/LBT ACC 7273A/box 71 

Yagan and the Bibbulmun and The Courteous Savage MDM/Y ACC 7273A/box 88 

MDM Articles  MDM/ATLS ACC 7273A/boxes 57-59 

(Missions in a Bypassed Land) MDM/MBL ACC 7273A/box 72 

MDM Short stories MDM/SS ACC 7273A/box 92 

MDM Verse(some unpublished) MDM/VER & MDM/RJ ACC 7273A/box 93-95 

MDM Talks MDM/TLKS ACC 7273A/boxes 82-83 

MDM Forewords and Introductions MDM F&I ACC 7273A/box 62 

MDM Plays, dramatic works for ABC/Ballet/Historic re-
enactment/Dalgerie opera libretto 

MDM/PLY 
 

ACC 7273A/boxes74-76 

Ship of Dreams    MDM/SOD ACC 7273A/box 98-99 

Swan River Saga MDM/SRS ACC 7273A/box 96-97 

Tjakamarra film and book MDM/TJ ACC 7273A/box 85 

Unpublished and unfinished work MDM/UNP ACC 7273A/box 90-91 

   

DURACK, Mary - Correspondence (Letters to and from)   

Correspondence to and from DURACK FAMILY 
 

MDM/C/FAM 
 

ACC 7273A/box 172-181 
RESTRICTED 

NOT YET PROCESSED 

Copies of MDM Correspondence with Reg Durack MDM/RWD disc only 

NOT YET PROCESSED 

Correspondence with Writers and People of Note MDM/CW ACC 7273A/box 149-153 

Correspondence with Clergy MDM/CC ACC 7273A/box 103 

Correspondence re HONOURS AND AWARDS MDM/H&A ACC 7273A/box 168-169 



J S Battye Library of West Australian History 
Private Archives – Collection Listing 

 

MN 71 Durack Family (MDM)  © Copyright SLWA 2009 

 

4 

SUBJECT PMM INDEX No. REQUEST THIS NUMBER 
 

Correspondence re LITERARY & HISTORIC ASSOCIATIONS MDM/LHA ACC 7273A/box 122-125 

Correspondence PUBLISHING HOUSES MDM/PUB ACC 7273A/box 108-109 

Correspondence to and from KATH McARTHUR MDM/KMcA ACC 7273A/box 106 

Correspondence to and from FLORENCE JAMES MDM/F.JAMES ACC 7273A/box 170 

Correspondence to and from PHYLLIS KABERRY   MDM/PK ACC 7273A/box 105 

Correspondence to and from HC MILLER MDM/HCM ACC 7273A/box 171 
RESTRICTED  

NOT YET PROCESSED 

Correspondence etc re STOCKMAN’S HALL OF FAME SHOF ACC 7273A/box 119-121 

Correspondence from IRENE FOSTER RF ACC 7273A/box 104 

Correspondence from ALAN QUEALE AQ ACC 7273A/box 38-39 

Correspondence to and from ERNESTINE HILL EH ACC 7273A/box 86 

Correspondence to and  from T AND K STREHLOW STRH ACC 7273A/box 110 

Correspondence from COLIN JOHNSON CJ ACC 7273A/box 40-41 

Correspondence from IRENE GREENWOOD IG ACC 7273A/box 84 

Correspondence pertaining to accident and death MDM/ACC/DTH ACC 7273A/box 114 

Correspondence /SUMMARIES OF LETTERS - 1974 - 1981 MDM/LB ACC 7273A/box 112-113 

   

DURACK, Mary - Memorabilia, biog, finance, diaries, 
reviews & other  

  

Articles re MDM (1959-87) MDM/ATLS RE ACC 7273A/box 140 

Reviews of MDM work MDM/RVW ACC 7273A/box 143 

Biographical/autobiog material MDM/BIO ACC 7273A/box 111 

Contracts MDM/CON ACC 7273A/box 155 

Diaries, including Overseas Letter/diaries and diary 
summaries/transcripts 

MDM/DRY 
 

6 Boxes 
RESTRICTED 

NOT YET PROCESSED 

Index of MDM diary photographs and loose material   MDM/DIARY P 1.  (disk only) 

MDM Memorabilia MDM/MEM ACC 7273A/box 144 

Tax Records & cheque butts MDM/TCR ACC 7273A/box 145-148 

MDM Will and Probate  MDM/EST ACC 7273A/box 154 

MDM bibliography  MDM/BIB (disc only) 

NOT YET PROCESSED 

   

DURACK, Mary - Notebooks (other than those associated 
with specific works)  

 NOT YET PROCESSED 

Broome notebooks  (No 2 Broome file) 
 

MDM/BME 
 

1 Box 
 

General notebooks 
 

MDM/NB 
 

1 Box 
 

   

MDM A-Z notebooks 
 

 8 Originals in Box-file & 
transcripts in bound hard 
copy and on disc. 

NOT YET PROCESSED 

Bound copies of Index Nnames and info from diaries of MPD 
& other sources 

A-Z MDM  

A-Z General subjects A-Z Gen  

A-Z Other (not northerners) A-Z/OTH  

A-Z Stations and Properties STN doc  

Index -D - index of Durack family Index/D  
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SUBJECT PMM INDEX No. REQUEST THIS NUMBER 
 

DURACK, Michael Patrick   

Diary Yearly Summaries and other info re MPD material MPD/DSB ACC 7273A/box 212 

Diary Transcripts MPD/T ACC 7273A/box 213-215 

Miscellaneous (diary/notebooks, chequebutts memos and 
obits.) 

MPD/Misc 
 

ACC 7273A/box 212 

MPD memories as taken from letters files MPD/MEM Digital copy  

MPD diaries from abroad 1906 MPD/DRY ACC 7273A/box 215 

   

DURACK, Neal 
Diaries  

ND ACC 7273A/box 116 

   

DURACK, Patrick 
Material (DLH file for originals and transcripts of PD  letters) 

PD ACC 7273A/box 142 

   

HISTORICAL & BIOGRAPHICAL (H&B) 
  

 
NOT YET PROCESSED 

Aborigines H&B/AB(origine)S ACC 7273A/box 158 

Argyle/Kimberley/Ord River H&B AKO ACC 7273A/box 160-161 

Durack Family H&B/DUR ACC 7273A/box 162-163 

Northern Identities & Pioneers H&B/NIP ACC 7273A/box 156-157 

Subjects H&B/SUBJ ACC 7273A/box 164-165 

Other Identities H&B/OTH ACC 7273A/box 159 

   

IRISH History IH ACC 7273A/box 87 

   

JEWISH Settlement 
In Kimberley documents 

JS ACC 7273A/box 118 

   

KILFOYLE, Jack 
Material 

JK ACC 7273A/box 207-210 

MANN IDA 
Material/biographical and photographs 

IM ACC 7273A/box 89 

   

MILLER/MILLETT, Patsy 
Correspondence file to and from MDM and family (with typed 

summaries.)  

PMM/MDM/Fam 1 lever-arch file 
RESTRICTED 

NOT YET PROCESSED 

   

MILLER DICKS, Robin 
Material 

RMD ACC 7273A/box 216 

   

MILLER ROWNEY, Julie 
Material & correspondence. 

JMR ACC 7273A/box 126 

   

MILLER, Billy 
bush poet - correspondence, poetry etc 

BM ACC 7273A/box 73 

   

MILLER, HC 
Aviation General and correspondence                   

Business records, Miller Investments, Debesa etc 

 
 
HCM/BUS 

(Index to only available) 
1 Box 

NOT YET PROCESSED 

   

MOORE, Doug  
Memoirs 

DM ACC 7273A/box 117 

https://slwa.wa.gov.au/pdf/mn/mn0071/mpdc.pdf
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SUBJECT PMM INDEX No. REQUEST THIS NUMBER 
 

   

NEWSPAPER Cuttings  
(Re north) from 1893 

NC ACC 7273A/box 211 

   

OIL  
History of exploration in WA/NWest- Including Okes Durack 

and Freney Oil Co. 

OF ACC 7273A/box 166-167 

   

PHILLIPS, Roy  
Correspondence 

RP ACC 7273A/box 107 

   

SALMOND, AH  
(Govt surveyor) - Diary 1903- re early Kimb. survey. etc 

AH/SAL ACC 7273A/box 40 

 


