
 

MN 629 1  

NEW NORCIA BENEDICTINE MONASTERY  
 
New Norcia was founded on 1 March 1846 by two Spanish Benedictine Monks, Reverend Father 
Joseph Serra and Rosendo Salvado from Spain as a Catholic Mission for the benefit of the local 
Aboriginal population. It was established as Abbey Nullius on 12 March 1867. Rosendo Salvado 
became Lord Abbot on the same date. The Monks lived a monastic life whilst engaging in 
activities such as farming and conducting the mission as well as working as parishioners and 
teachers. 
 
In 1906 Abbot DF Torres explored the north west coast of Australia, searching for a suitable 
location for an aboriginal mission. He decided upon an area inland along the Drysdale River as a 
site of the first camp. After further exploration, which was undertaken in 1908, it was considered 
that the mission should be located near the coast within a small bay, which was named Mission 
Cove. The mission became known as the Drysdale River Mission. In 1937 the main north west 
mission centre was moved to its present site at Kalumburu.  
 
Restrictions: Permission in writing must be obtained from The Superior, Benedictine 
Community, New Norcia  before access may be given. 
 

MN ACC meterage / boxes Date donated CIU file Notes 

629 1359A 0.1 cm August 1965 BA/PA/01/0050 Lent for copying 

 1957A microfilm June 1971  Lent for copying 

 2234A 37 reels microfilm 1972-1976  Lent for copying 

 2830A microfilm March 1980  Lent for copying 

 2916A microfilm January 1982  Lent for copying 

 2953A microfilm December 1982  Lent for copying 

 2969A microfilm February 1983  Lent for copying 

 3037A microfilm February 1983  Lent for copying 

 4652A 8 cm 25 November 1979   

 4653A 1 cm 22 March 1983   

 4654A 2 cm 1 July 1985   

 7194A 1cm 2008   

 8178A 2 cm [2011?]   
 

SUMMARY OF CLASSES 

ACCOUNT BOOKS 
AGREEMENTS 
BALANCE BOOKS 
BANK BOOKS 
CASH BOOKS 
CHEQUE BOOKS 
CONTRACT BOOKS 
CORRESPONDENCE 
DIARIES 
DOCUMENTS 
ESSAYS 
FARM JOURNALS 

FARMACIA 
FILES 
GENEALOGIES 
INDEX 
LETTERBOOKS 
MANUSCRIPTS 
MAPS 
MEMORIALS 
MEMORANDUM BOOKS 
METEOROLOGICAL 
OBSERVATIONS 
MISCELLANEOUS 

MUSIC MANUSCRIPT BOOKS 
NOTE BOOKS 
NOTES 
PHOTOGRAPHS 
PUBLICATIONS 
RATION BOOKS 
REGISTERS 
RENT BOOKS 
REPORTS 
SERMON BOOKS 
VOCABULARIES 
WAGES BOOKS 
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REQUEST USING THIS 
NUMBER 

DATE RANGE DESCRIPTION 

ACC  ACCOUNT BOOKS 

2953A/1  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1 January 1854 – 1 
March 1890 

 

2953A/2  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

8 February 1857 – 
31 December 1890 

Expenses of the Benedictine Mission of New Norcia 
from the year of Our Lord 1857. Beginning from the 
month of February of the same year.  

2953A/3  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

23 March 1857 – 12 
May 1874 

 

2953A/4  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1 January 1858 – 31 
December 1861 

 

2969A/1  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

24 December 1869 
– 6 February 1886 

Account Book of Buildings 1855 

2969A/2  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

12 August 1893 – 
22 December 1896 

 

   

  BALANCE BOOK 

2969A/3  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1857 – 1911 Also includes records of Renta de las Casas de Perth 
1901-1907 and other notes 

   

  BANK BOOK 

2969A/4  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1900 Record of dealings with banks by New Norcia 

   

  AGREEMENTS 

2953A/5  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

24 May 1856 – 15 
February 1899 

Book of Agreement at New Norcia Shepherds and 
Servants of the RC Mission, their Wages, and the 
deliverance of them on the year 1856 

2953A/6  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

15 December 1874 
– 23 October 1951 

Volume of signed agreements by children, their 
guardians or parents giving the New Norcia mission 
authority over the children 

   

  CASH BOOKS 

2969A/5  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

October 1853 to 
December 1863 

Expenses incurred at Subiaco from October 1853 to 
December 1863 

2969A/6  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

4 October 1855 – 
25 May 1868 

Money received from Dr Salvado for building purposes 

2969A/7  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1857 Expenses of the Benedictine Mission of New Norcia on 
the year 1857 from the month of February of the same 
year 

2969A/8  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

January 1860 – 20 
August 1879 

A Cash Retail Book of the Expenses of the Mission of 
New Norcia from the year January 1860. 

2969A/9  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

10 January 1860 – 1 
September 1864 

Dr G Shenton account 

2969A/10  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1 January 1862 – 15 
March 1868 

Right Rev. Bishop Salvado account with the Western 
Australian Bank 

2969A/11  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

7 February 1862 – 
14 February 1868 

Account of the crops of Wheat and Barley got at New 
Norcia and bought elsewhere from January 1862 

2969A/12  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

21 November 1862 Exit book which contains what came out from the store 
of the community of New Norcia; and all the goods 
which came from Perth form the 1 November 1862 

2969A/13  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1864-1869 Merchants account hand book from New Norcia 
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2969A/14  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

21 September 1864 
– 1 January 1875 

Mr Shenton acc. Book from 1864 to 1874 inclusive. 
Includes at rear details of New Norcia wool delivered 
and weighed at Mr Shentons after 10 November 1857 –
1870 

2969A/15  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1870-1884 Ledger 

2969A/16 1871-1897 New Norcia Account Book 

2969A/17  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1872-1874 Merchants account book with New Norcia 

2969A/18  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

5 January 1875 – 1 
January 1882 

Rt Rev Bishop Salvado in acct. with G Shenton 

2969A/19  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1877-1895 Police, Telegraph and Account 

2969A/20  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

18 January 1877 to 
16 December 1882 

Marah Daily Expenses 

2969A/21  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

4 January 1882 – 31 
December 1887 

Rt Rev Bishop Salvado in account with G Shenton 

2969A/22  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1 January 1887 – 1 
January 1892 

Rt Rev Bishop Salvado in account with Messrs Geo C 
Shenton  

2969A/23  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1 June 1888 to 8 
June 1895 

Expenses at Marah  

2969A/24  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

May 1890 – January 
1898 

Includes expenses for the Beagle Bay Mission by the 
Trappist Fathers 

2969A/25  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

5 Janjary 1892 – 31 
December 1893  

Rt Rev Bishop Salvado in Account with Messrs Geo EC 
Shenton 

2969A/26  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

2 January 1894 – 1 
January 1899 

The Right Rev Bishop Salvado in account with EC 
Shenton and Co. 

2969A/27  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

January 1894 – 29 
April 1897 

The Rt Rev Bishop Gibney in account with EC Shenton 
and Co 

2969A/28  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

18 October 1894 – 
31 December 1896  

Includes details of receipts and expenditure 

2969A/29  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1899 – 1902 Includes details of payments and receipts of New Norcia 

2969A/30  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1901 – 1903 Provides details of accounts with various companies 

2969A/31  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1901 – 1905 Provides details of accounts with various companies 

2969A/32  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

Anos 1901, 1902, 
1903 and 1904 

Fracturas, Recibos and Cheques 

2969A/33  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1901 –1912  

2969A/34  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1901 – 1913  

2969A/35  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1901-1929 Expenses for the Benedictine Community 

2969A/36  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1902 – 1916 Provides details of salaries and community expenses 
arranged by areas of spending  

2969A/37  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1902-1913 Cash Book. Includes details of payments and receipts 

2969A/38  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1904-1905  

2969A/39  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1904-1915 Sales Receipts 

2969A/40  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1909-1932 The Benedictine Community of New Norcia 
Incorporated 
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2969A/41  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1911-1914  

2969A/42  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1911-1916  

2969A/43  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1912-193 St Ildefonso College 

2969A/44  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

18 November 1912 
– 10 July 1916 

The Benedictine Community in account current with the 
National Bank of Australasia, Perth 

2969A/45  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1 December 1912 – 
24 July 1920 

The Benedictine Community in account current with the 
Western Australian Bank 

2969A/46  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

2 January 1913 – 30 
June 1923 

St Ildefonso College 

2969A/47  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1913-1914  

2969A/48  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1 July 1914 – 30 
June 1915 

 

2969A/49  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1914-1921  

2969A/50  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1915–1918  

2969A/51  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

May 1915 – May 
1925 

Includes general statements arranged according to 
name of company 

2969A/52  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1916-1920  

2969A/53  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1916-1921  

2969A/54  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1917 The Benedictine Community Journal 1917 

2969A/55  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1917 The Benedictine Community Journal 1917 

2969A/56  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1917-1918 Includes details of payments and receipts of New Norcia 

2969A/57  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1918-1920 Benedictine Community of New Norcia Incorporated 
Ledger Folio 

2969A/58  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1 January 1918 – 20 
May 1918 

Includes loose-leaf The Benedictine Community of New 
Norcia Incorporated Cattle Sold 1904 – 1908 and The 
Benedictine Community of New Norcia Incorporated 
Sheepskins sold Book 1904-1910 and other notes. 

2969A/59  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1919 Includes details of payments and receipts of New Norcia 

2969A/60  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1920 Includes details of freights paid and accounts with 
various companies 

2969A/61  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1921  

2969A/62  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1921-1923  

2969A/63  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1922  

2969A/64  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1923  

2969A/65  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1923-1926  

2969A/66  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1923-1928  

2969A/67  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1924  
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2969A/68  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1925  

2969A/69  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1926  

2969A/70  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1927 Household expenses for 1927. Includes loose-leaf notes 
issued under the National Security (Prices) Regulations 
issued during World War II 

2969A/71  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1927  

2969A/72  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

January 1927 - 30 
September 1929 

Cash Book 

2969A/73  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1927  

2969A/74  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1928 Statements Paid 

2969A/75  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1929-1931  

2969A/76  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1929-1931  

2969A/77  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1 October 1929 to 1 
February 1932 

Cash Book 

2969A/78  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1930 Includes details of freights paid and general statements 
of various companies 

2969A/79  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1931 Includes details of freights paid and general statements 
of various companies 

2969A/80  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1931-1932  

2969A/81  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1931-1934  

2969A/82  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1932  

2969A/83  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1932  

2969A/84  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1933  

2969A/85  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1933-1934  

2969A/86  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1934-1936  

2969A/87  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1934-1936  

2969A/88  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

January 1935 – 1 
September 1945 

Aborigines Department 1935. Drysdale River. Provides a 
record of the financial position. 

2969A/89  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1936-1938  

2969A/90  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1936-1940  

2969A/91  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

8 October 1937 – 
19 October 1942 

 

2969A/92  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1938-1939  

2969A/93  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1940-1943  

2969A/94  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1940-1944  
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2969A/95  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1943-1946  

2969A/96  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1946-1948  

2969A/97  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1949-1950  

2969A/98  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1949-1951  

2969A/99  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1951  

2969A/100  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1952-1953  

2969A/101  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1954  

2969A/102  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1954-1957  

2969A/103  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1956-1957  

2969A/104  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1957-1959  

2969A/105  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1960-1963  

   

  CHEQUE BOOK 

2969A/106  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

3 January 1880 – 14 
April 1885 

Details of cheques drawn 

2969A/107  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

14 April 1885 – 12 
October 1891 

Details of cheques drawn 

2969A/108  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

13 October 1891 – 
2 November 1897 

Details of cheques drawn 

2969A/109  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

May 1901 – July 
1909 

Libro de Cheques contra el WA Bank 

2969A/110  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

July 1912 to 
December 1922 

Cheques Book 

2969A/111  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

January 1923 – 
August 1930 

Cheques Book 

   

  CONTRACT BOOKS 

2969A/112  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

July 1895 – 
December 1897 

Contracts 

   

  CORRESPONDENCE 

8178A 
RESTRICTED 

 Index to correspondence of the Benedictine Mission at 
New Norcia. Correspondence is held on microfilm at 
SLWA, see ACC 2234A. 
This index is a photocopy of the original hand-written 
index.  
Handwritten title on frontispiece: “Letters and other 
doc. (documents) from 1838 to 1900”.  
The index consists of columns: from, to, subject matter, 
card index 

  Box refers to Microfilm Box 

2234A/Box 7/3a 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

 Correspondence to ‘The Inquirer’ concerning Brady’s 
vocabulary 
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2234A/Box 8/4 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

23 January 1835 – 
24 December 1849 

Correspondence 

2234A/Box 8/5 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1850 Correspondence 

2234A/Box 9/7 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1852  
 

Correspondence  
Boxes 9 and 10 

2234A/Box 10/8 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1853 Correspondence 

2234A/Box 11/9 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1854 Correspondence 

2234A/Box 11/10 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1855 Correspondence 

2234A/Box 11/10a 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1855-1857 Sydney diary (Benedictine) 

2234A/Box 12/10b 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1855 Copies of Serra’s correspondence 

2234A/Box 12/11 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1856 Correspondence 

2234A/Box 12/11a 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1856-1866 List of letters from Ceylon 

2234A/Box 12/12 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1857 Correspondence 

2234A/Box 12/13 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1858 Correspondence  
Boxes 12 and 13 

2234A/Box 13/14 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1859 Correspondence 

2234A/Box 13/15 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1860 Correspondence 

2234A/Box 14/16 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1861 Correspondence 

2234A/Box 14/16 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1862 Correspondence 

2234A/Box 15/18 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1863 Correspondence 

2234A/Box 15/19 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1864 Correspondence  
Boxes 15 & 16 
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2234A/Box 16/20 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1865 Correspondence 
Boxes 16 & 17 

2234A/Box 17/21 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1866 Correspondence 

2234A/Box 18/22 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1867, 1867-1869 Correspondence, 1867. Various accounts 1867-1869 

2234A/Box 19/23 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1868 Correspondence, Certificate of cleanliness under the 
Scab in Sheep Ordinance  
Boxes 19 & 20 

2234A/Box 20/24 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1869 Correspondence. Papers concerning the Escorial 1868 

2234A/Box 21/25 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1870, 1871 Correspondence 1870. Statements of Dr R Salvado’s 
account with Henry Manning, London, 1871 

2234A/Box 21/26 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1871 Correspondence 
Boxes 21 & 22 

2234A/Box 22/27 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1872 Correspondence. Papers concerning the building and 
opening of St Joseph’s School, Yarawindo, 1872 

2234A/Box 22/28 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1873 Papers concerning the building and opening of St 
Joseph’s School, Yarawindo, 1872  
Box 22 & 23 

2234A/Box 23/29 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1874 Correspondence 

2234A/Box 23/30 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1875-1879 Letters from Santos Salvado, New Norcia to Sr Gertrudis 
Carmelita of Santiago 
Boxes 23 & 24 

2234A/Box 24/31 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1876 Correspondence 

2234A/Box 24/32 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1877 Correspondence  
Boxes 24 & 25 

2234A/Box 25/33 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1878 Correspondence 

2234A/Box 25/34 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1879 Correspondence  
Boxes 25 & 26 

2234A/Box 26/35 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1880 Correspondence 

2234A/Box 26/36 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1881 Correspondence  
Boxes 26 & 27 

2234A/Box 27/37 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1882 Correspondence 
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2234A/Box 27/38 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1883, 1881-1886 Correspondence. Includes correspondence relating to 
the Daly River Mission in the Northern Territory, 1881-
1886 Boxes 27 & 28 

2234A/Box 28/39 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1884 Correspondence  
Boxes 28 & 29 

2234A/Box 29/40 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1885 Correspondence  
Box 29 & 30 

2234A/Box 30/41 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1886 Correspondence 

2234A/Box 30/42 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1887 Correspondence  
Boxes 30 & 31 

2234A/Box 31/43 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1888 Correspondence 

2234A/Box 31/44 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1889 Correspondence  
Boxes 31 & 32 

2234A/Box 32/45 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1866-1890 Correspondence, 1890. Accounts of wool sales, 1866-
1890 

2234A/Box 32/46 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1891 Correspondence 

2234A/Box 33/47 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1892 Correspondence 

2234A/Box 33/48 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1893 Correspondence 

2234A/Box 34/49 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1894 Correspondence 

2234A/Box 34/50 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1895 Correspondence 

2234A/Box 35/51 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1896 Correspondence. Included at the end are some letters 
from Bishop Salvado to Mr Doscas, all 1896 except one 
dated 1902 from Brother Ramiro. The letters were 
presented to the mission on 21 June 1959 by Mrs C 
Whitaker of Cottesloe, daughter of the late JP Doscas 

2234A/Box 35/52 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1897 Correspondence 

2234A/Box 36/53 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1898 Correspondence 

2234A/Box 36/54 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1899 Correspondence 
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2234A/Box 36/55 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1900 Ildifonsus Bertran given Power of Attorney G Salvado, 
1900. Concert in honour of Bishop Salvado in 
Montserrat. Eulogies to Bishop Salvado after his death, 
from the Press and others.  
Boxes 36 & 37 

2234A/Box 37/56 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1901-1913 Miscellaneous correspondence, 1901-1913. A portion of 
a “Literal translation into English of the short life of Our 
Lord written in the native language of the Drysdale River 
Mission.” 

2830A/1  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

3 June – 24 October 
1958 

Text in Spanish 

2953A/7  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

17 August 1853 Letter by Salvado to his Mother telling of his journey to 
Fremantle from Europe. Translated into English. 

2953A/8  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1853-1860 Extractos de correspondencia secreta Extractos de 
Correspondencia privada y secreta del Illmo Salvado 
Obispo de Puerto Victoria – Agusto 1853 a 1860.  Vol. 1 

2953A/9  MICROFILM 
Restricted  

1864 Vol. II 

2953A/10  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

24 November 1846 
– 25 November 
1890 

Book III 

2953A/11  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

22 November 1890 
– 3 March 1905 

Book 4. 2nd 20/2/01  
missing 

2953A/12  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

February 1894 – 
December 1906 

Book 5. Correspondence between the Superior of New 
Norcia and the Aborigines Protection Board and since 2 
June 1898 the Chief Protector of Aborigines. 

2953A/13  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

7 June 1884 Correspondence re Colegio de Ultramar includes 
Documentos Relatiuos a las Misiones de Ultramar 7 June 
1884 

3037A  MICROFILM 
 

1903-1910 Torres. Teresian Sisters.  
[Spanish] 

7194A October 2008 
 

Letter of notification of Abbot Placid’s death. Picture of 
Abbot Placid incorporated in the letter 

   
  The following files were arranged by Dom Eugene Perez 

and in most cases indexed by him. The letters are 
arranged and indexed chronologically. A copy of the 
index is included in front of each file cover where one 
has been compiled. 

2916A/1  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

December 1854 – 8 
June 1950 

Aborigines. Mostly requests by aborigines to be trained 
at the Mission 

2916A/2  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

18 May 1857 – 13 
April 1978 

Martelli, Canon. Index. 

2916A/3  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

9 August 1861 – 1 
April 1881 

Includes Beleda  

2916A/4  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

30 May 1860 – 1 
July 1907 

Mostly Neighbours. Includes correspondence by RC 
Clifton, Walter C Striclandt and P Rignoli 

2916A/5  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

5 June 1848 – 11 
September 1906 

Official. Includes details of land and well locations in the 
Melbourne, Avon, Victoria, Perth, Lakes and Swan 
Districts 

2916A/6  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

2 March 1854 – 1 
October 1900 

Salvado, Bishop Rosendo. Indexed  

2916A/7  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

3 March 1870 – 2 
November 1878 

Shenton, George. Indexed 

2916A/8  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

25 February 1865 – 
27 November 1878 

Various. Includes correspondence by A Bourke, Griver, 
Garrido and Bertran. Indexed 
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2916A/9  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

27 June 1872 – 12 
March 1894 

Various – Special 

   

  DIARIES 

  Box refers to Microfilm Box 

2234A/Box 1/1 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1845-1851 Salvado: diaries, notes and letters 

2234A/Box 1/2 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1850-1855 Salvado: diaries, notes and letters 

2234A/Box 1/3 
MICROFILM 
Restricted  

April – August 1853 Salvado: diaries, notes and letters 

2234A/Box 1/4 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1854-1855 Salvado: diaries, notes and letters 

2234A/Box 1/5 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

July – August 1859 Salvado: diaries, notes and letter Removed from film 

2234A/Box 1/6 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

September – 
October 1864 

Salvado: diaries, notes and letter 

2234A/Box 1/7 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

September – 
October 1864 

Salvado: diaries, notes and letter 

2234A/Box 1/8 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

January 1869 – 
December 1870 

Salvado diary 

2234A/Box 1/9 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

January 1871 – 
December 1872 

Salvado: diary 

2234A/Box 1/10 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

January 1873 -  
December 1875  

Salvado: diary  
Boxes 1 and 2 

2234A/Box 2/11 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

January 1876 – 
December 1878 

Salvado Diary 

2234A/Box 2/12 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

January 1879 – 
December 1883 

Salvado Diary 

2234A/Box 2/13 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

January 1884 – 
December 1885 

Salvado Diary 

2234A/Box 3/14 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

January 1886 – 
December 1889 

Salvado Diary 

2234A/Box 3/15 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

January 1890 – 
December 1894 

Salvado Diary 

2234A/Box 3/16 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

January 1895 – 
December 1900 

Salvado Diary 

2234A/Box 4/17 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

January 1865 – 
December 1868 

Salvado Diary 
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2234A/Box 4/18 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1865 Salvado: Miscellaneous notes 

2234A/Box 4/19 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1869-1871 Salvado: Letterbook 

2234A/Box 4/20 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1873-1882 Salvado: Letterbook 

2234A/Box 4/21 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1846-1853 Garrido’s sea - log and sundry notes 

2234A/Box 4/22 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

August 1849 – 
December 1851 

Garrido: diary  
 

2234A/Box 4/23 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1849-1853 Garrido: diary  
Boxes 4 and 5 

2234A/Box 5/24 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1850-1861 Garrido: diary, letters and notes 

2234A/Box 5/25 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1857-1860 Garrido: letterbook 

2234A/Box 5/26 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1859-1870 Garrido: diary and notes 

2234A/Box 5/27 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

February 1850 – 
September 1852, 
1853 

Garrido: notes  
1) Salvado’s letter to his mother  
2) Griver’s diary, February 1850 – September 1852 

2234A/Box 5/28 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

September 1864 – 
December 1868 

Garrido: diary 

2234A/Box 5/29 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

January 1869 – 
October 1870 

Garrido: diary 

2234A/Box 5/30 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

8 November 1852 – 
1857 

Manuel Martinez y Sanchez – diary from Valineia to 
New Norcia (incomplete) 

2234A/Box 6/31 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1854-1868 Father Mauro Beleda: diary and notes 

2234A/Box 6/32 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1858-1862 P Aragon, letterbook (transcriptions) 

2234A/Box 6/33 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1852 Correspondence and statements of facts relative to the 
Roman Catholic Mission in Western Australia 

2234A/Box 6/34 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1899-1901 Abbot Torres – diary of his journey to New Norcia after 
his nomination as Pref. Apost. Of the Abbey Nullius 

2234A/Box 6/35 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1906 Abbot Torres – diary of his voyage from Broome to 
Wyndham by lugger in search of a place to establish a 
mission for natives 
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2234A/Box 6/36 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1907 Abbot Torres – visit to Lima 1907. Diary from Australia 
to native mission in Kimberleys 

2234A/Box 6/37 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1908 Abbot Torres – diary of his voyage from Broome to 
Napier Broome Bay by lugger and the establishment of 
the Drysdale River Mission 1908, Part 1 

2234A/Box 6/38 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1908 Abbot Torres – diary of his voyage from Broome to 
Napier Broome Bay by lugger and the establishment of 
the Drysdale River Mission 1908, Part 2 

2234A/Box 7/39 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

 Abbot Torres – diary of his voyage from Broome to 
Napier Broome Bay by lugger and the establishment of 
the Drysdale River Mission 1908, Part 3 

2234A/Box 7/40 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1908 Abbot Torres – rough diary of voyage to North-West 

2234A/Box 7/41 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1910 Abbot Torres – business in Rome 1901, Spanish 
Theresian Sisters. Seeking definite approval of status 
and boundaries of the established Drysdale Mission. 
Elected Bishop tit. of Sec. of Doryleum Vicar Apostolic of 
Kimberley, Part 1 

2234A/Box 7/42 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

 Abbot Torres – business in Rome 1901, Spanish 
Theresian Sisters. Seeking definite approval of status 
and boundaries of the established Drysdale Mission. 
Elected Bishop tit. of Sec. of Doryleum Vicar Apostolic of 
Kimberley, Part 2 

2234A/Box 7/43 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1914 Bishop Torres diary 

2234A/Box 7/44 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1865-1880 B Martinez, letterbook 

2953A/14  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

20 September 1845 
– 7 November 1846 

Extracts from Salvados diary kept during his voyage to 
Australia. Translated into English. 

2953A/15  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

21 August 1855 – 
14 March 1856 

Extracts from a diary kept by a Benedictine monk. 
Translated into English. 

2953A/16  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1 January 1856 – 15 
June 1856 

Salvado Diario Privado secreto 1856.  
Translated into English. Typescript in booklet form 

2953A/17  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

26 November 1869 
– 15 August 1870 

Bishop Salvados Diary from 26 November 1868. 
Handwritten typescript 

2953A/18  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

24 December 1875 
– 3 April 1876 

Extracts from Bishop Salvados Diaries.  
Translated into English 

2953A/19  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

January 1885 – 31 
June 1885 

Dom Salvado in Montserrat.  
Translated from English 

2953A/20  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

25 April 1888 – 1 
May 1888 

Salvados diary. Extracts.  
Translated from English. 

2953A/21 MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1905 –1909 Apuntes Exactos del Padre Nicholas Emo sobre la 
Historia de la Fundacion de la Mision Benedictina del Rio 
Drysdale en la Australia Occidental 1908 

2953A/22 MICROFILM 
Restricted 

26 July 1908 – 28 
July 1908 

Diary of Father Nicholas Emo with additional notes. 

2969A/114  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

9 February 1912 – 
26 March 1913 

Workmans Diary Provides details of the activities of 
workmen employed by New Norcia 
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  Kalumburu. As a means of providing the parent mission 
at New Norcia with information, detailed diaries of 
events at Kalumburu mission are maintained as a matter 
of course. Those listed here comprise copies in both 
manuscript (until 10 October 1920) and typescript. Until 
1937 the diaries reflect activities at the Drysdale River 
Mission; after that, Kalumburu Mission. Text in Spanish 

2830A/2  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

18 June 1908 – 31 
December 1909 

 

2830A/3  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1 January 1910 – 31 
December 1911 

 

2830A/4  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1 January 1912 – 31 
December 1913 

 

2830A/5  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1 January 1914 – 5 
September 1915 

 

2830A/6  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

6 September 1915 
– 11 May 1916 

Includes meteorological observations 

2830A/7  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

12 May 1916 – 1 
December 1918 

 

2830A/8  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1 January 1919 – 31 
December 1920 

 

2830A/9  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1 January 1921 – 31 
December 1922 

 

2830A/10  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1 January 1923 – 31 
December 1924 

 

2830A/11  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1 January 1925 – 31 
December 1926 

 

2830A/12  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1 January 1927 – 31 
December 1930 

 

2830A/13  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1 January 1931 – 31 
December 1934 

 

2830A/14  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1 January 1935 – 31 
December 1940 

 

2830A/15  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1 January 1941 – 31 
December 1945 

 

2830A/16  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1 January 1946 – 31 
December 1950 

 

2830A/17  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1 January 1951 – 31 
August 1953.  20 
May 1955 – 31 
December 1955. 1 
January 1959 – 31 
December 1959 

One volume. Text in Spanish 

2830A/18  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1 January 1956 – 31 
December 1958 

Text in Spanish for the years 1956, text in English for 
1958 

2830A/19  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1 January 1960 – 30 
April 1966  

Text in English 

2830A/20  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1 May 1968 – 31 
December 1969 

Text in English 

2830A/21  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1 January 1970 – 31 
December 1973 

Text in English 

2830A/22  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

23 April 1906 – 1 
October 1908  

Abbot D Fulgentius Torres, OSB. Personal diaries kept by 
Abbot Torrest. Text in Spanish 

2830A/23  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

23 April 1906 – 24 
June 1906 

English Translation 
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  DOCUMENTS 

  Box refers to Microfilm Box 

2234A/Box 7/1 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1814-1850 Dom Rosendo Salvado. Personal certificates and 
administrative documents 

2234A/Box 7/2 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1828-1862 Father Venacio Garrido. Personal documents and 
certificates 

2234A/Box 7/3 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1845 Very Reverend John G Brady. A descriptive vocabulary of 
the native language of Western Australia. Rome, 1845 

   

  ESSAYS 

  Consists of a series of essays written in Spanish by Fr. 
Eugene Perez and includes a bibliography. Fr Eugene 
Perez has worked  translating documents situated in the 
archives at New Norcia into English. The bibliography 
used for these essays include subjects such as Dom 
Salvado, Kalumburu, The Fraudulent Gospel, 
Psychopolitics, The Destruction of an Aboriginal 
Community, The Torres Diaries, Histories of the 
Religions and Geoffrey Blainey's "Triumph of the 
Nomads." 

4653A/1  
Restricted 

 -Benedictinos Espanoles En Australia Occidental. 
-Los indigenas. 
-Llegada De La Humanidad. 
-La "Costilla" Del Hombre. 
-Confusion De Lenguas. 
-Dreaming o Dreamtime. 
-Religiosidad Popular Del Indigena Australiano. 
Photocopies 

   

  FARM BOOKS 

2969A/115  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1865-1868 Horses. Provides details of sales of horses by New 
Norcia 

2969A/116  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

September 1889 – 
October 1898 

1889 Shearing Book No. 16 

2969A/117  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

11 September 1899 
– 14 April 1905 

1899 Shearing Book No. 17. Provides details for above 
period 

2969A/118  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1904-1907 Sheep Book Account. Provides general account for 
1904-1907 

2969A/119  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1900-1935 Sheep 

2969A/120  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1 May 1909 – 1920 The Benedictine Community of New Norcia 
Incorporated Horse Book from 1 May 1909 
Includes a looseleaf The Benedictine Community of New 
Norcia Incorporated Horses Sold Book  1904-1906 and 
advertisement for sale of a horse 

2969A/121  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1909-1918 Sheep Book from 20 July 1909. Provides records of 
sheep at New Norcia and other properties owned by the 
Benedictine Community of New Norcia 1909-1918 

2969A/122  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

28 July 1909 – 14 
July 1911 

Sheep 

2969A/123  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1935-1949 Notes at Random. Provides records of sheep 
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  FARMACIA 

2969A/124  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

[n.d.] Lista por orden alfabetico de de la Farmacia de Real 
Monasterio de Montserrat 

2969A/125  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

 Volume of recipes and formula 

   

  GENEALOGIES 

1359A   
Restricted 

22 May 1864 Tree diagram showing Aboriginal tribal relationships 
with number, name, height and weight of Aboriginal 
natives at New Norcia.       Copy 

   

  FILES 

2916A/10  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1891-1899 Subject. Apothecaries and samples of prescriptions, by 
Father Coll and Salvado 

2916A/11 MICROFILM 
Restricted  

6 August 1881 – 22 
January 1897 

Port Esslington. Includes correspondence by Salvado. 
Also a newspaper article, The first missionary in 
Northern Australia : Father Angelo Confalonieri by EM 
Christie; also typescript 

   

  INDEX 

8178A 
Restricted 

 Index to correspondence of the Benedictine Mission at 
New Norcia. Correspondence is held on microfilm at 
SLWA, see ACC 2234A. 
This index is a photocopy of the original hand-written 
index.  
Handwritten title on frontispiece: “Letters and other 
doc. (documents) from 1838 to 1900”.  
The index consists of columns: from, to, subject matter, 
card index 

   

  LETTER BOOKS 

2916A/12  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

24 September 1853 
– 16 May 1862 

 

2916A/13  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

29 June 1863 – 16 
July 1890 

 

2916A/14  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

19 July 1869 – 16 
July 1890 

Private. Dealing mostly with wells. Includes some 
accounts and notes. 

2916A/15  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

22 July 1890 – 28 
November 1896 

Filed chronologically in a loose leaf file. 

2916A/16  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

5 December 1896 – 
31 December 1902 

Filed chronologically in a loose leaf file 

2830A/24  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

September 1905 – 
22 November 1923 

A volume of letters, maps and printed extracts relating 
to the Drysdale River Mission. Text in Spanish and 
English 

   

  MANUSCRIPTS 

2830A/25  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1910 La Nueva Mission Benedictine del Drysdale River.  
An account of Mission activities apparently prepared for 
publication. Written in 1910 by Father R Bas OSB, it has 
an illuminated title page and a preface; it also bears 
other features of a work ready to go to the press. Text in 
Spanish 

   

  MAPS 
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2916A (maps) 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 
 
See CN 141.1 
 
 

 Maps showing land holdings, wells and roads in the 
Victoria district near Wongan Hills and New Norcia, as 
well as Subiaco.  [filed at TN 004-004 773] 
Most maps are hand drawn and show land held by 
Bishop Rosendo Salvado and the Order in Perth and also 
the Midlands region between Mingenew and Gingin. 
Many early settler’s lands are shown as well as water 
sources, tracks, and topographical features. 
Titles in “...” are titles written on the map. Spellings are 
as given on the map. 
Listed at CN 141.1 

2953A (maps) 
MICROFILM 
Restricted 
 
See CN 141.2 

1937 Most are published maps, some having manuscript 
additions. Many are of peripheral Western Australian 
content. This small collection completes the copying of 
maps held by the New Norcia archives office. 
Listed at CN 141.2 

   

  MEMORANDUM BOOK 

2969A/126  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1862-1897 Memorandum Book of Monies to be received and paid 
by New Norcia 

   

  MEMORIALS 

2916A/17  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

21 April 1900 Salvado, Bishop Rosendo. Relazione di Nuova Norcia del 
21 April 1900 

   

  METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS 

2830A/26  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

13 July 1908 – 5 
October 1912 

One volume 

   

  MISCELLANEOUS 

2969A/127  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

31 August 1871 Account of school and miscellaneous books for sale kept 
in the school room presses 1864 – 1885. Includes loose-
leaf papers. Short History of the Benedictine Community 
Library New Norcia; Notable Bible editions in the Library 
of the Benedictine Community of New Norcia; three 
letters about book; a note Dandaragan Station consists 
on..... and a memo to H Manning Esq from Dr Salvado 
31 August 1871 

2969A/128  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1872 Vida Del Santisimo Padre Benito Libro sequendo de los 
Dialogos de San Gregorio Papa 1872 

2969A/129  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1902-1909 Land Tax 

2969A/130  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

4 September 1903 
– 26 August 1909 

Relacion... Mision de Nueva Nursia 

2969A/131  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1903-1909 Nia Sia de Miracle and Belloc. Provides details of assets 

2969A/132  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1904-1911 Collegium Bened BMV de Miraculo pro NN Misione WA  

2969A/133  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1904-1911 Sundries includes record of acreage under various forms 
of cultivation, number of labourers etc; and purchases 
from various companies and suppliers 

2969A/134  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

18 January 1904 – 
31 July 1912 

The Benedictine Community of New Norcia 
Incorporated. Land Sold Book 18 January 1904 – 31 July 
1912 

2969A/135  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

17 September 1824 
– 15 October 1855 

Money Bonds Fixed Deposits at Current Rates 
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2969A/136  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1925-1951 Obras publicus Construccionos 1925-1951 

2969A/137  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1926-1927 Quentas del Monasterio de Smos and St Juliande Genoa. 
Provides details of finance 1926-1927 

2969A/138  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1952-1964 Money invested and on loan by the Benedictine 
Community of New Norcia Incorporated 

   

  MUSIC MANUSCRIPT BOOKS 

2916A/18  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

 The property of William Rabourne, who taught music to 
Laura Parkes. Her brother Peter, born 1868, was the 
former owner. It is not known who transcribed the 
music. 

   

  MUSICAL SCORES. 

  The manuscripts comprise mainly of compositions by 
Dom S. Moreno, but compositions from others are 
included. The manuscripts contain marches, serenades, 
arias, mass and cultural music. 

4652A/1  OSM 
Restricted 

 Elegie - Piano Quintet or Cello and Piano by Moreno, 
Dom S. 

4652A/2  OSM  
Restricted 

 Tutor - Tonic Solfa by Salvado. 

4652A/3  OSM  
Restricted 

 Ceremonial Overture by Moreno, Dom S. 

4652A/4  OSM  
Restricted 

 Humoreske - Piano Quintet or Cello and Piano by 
Moreno, Dom S. 

4652A/5  OSM  
Restricted 

 Minuet  - Orchestra by Moreno, Dom S. 

4652A/6  OSM  
Restricted 

 Salutaris Hostia for two equal voices by Torres, F. 

4652A/7  OSM  
Restricted 

 Valse Pathetique - Orchestra by Moreno, Dom S. 

4652A/8  OSM  
Restricted 

 Westonia by Planas, E. 

4652A/9  OSM  
Restricted 

 Sunnyside by Planas, E. 

4652A/10  OSM  
Restricted 

 Regina Coeli Laetare - Antiphona by Moreno, Dom S. 

4652A/11  OSM  
Restricted 

 March by Planas, E. 

4652A/12  OSM  
Restricted 

 The Song of the Shirt - voice and piano by Moreno, Dom 
S. 

4652A/13  OSM  
Restricted 

 Tarantella - Orchestra by Moreno, Dom S. 

4652A/14  OSM  
Restricted 

 Triumphal March - Orchestra by Moreno, Dom S. 

4652A/15  OSM  
Restricted 

 Funeral March - Orchestra by Moreno, Dom S. 

4652A/16  OSM  
Restricted 

 Te Devin Lavdamvs - four male voices and orchestra by 
Moreno, Dom S. 

4652A/17  OSM  
Restricted 

 Australian Fantasia - Orchestra by Moreno, Dom S. 

4652A/18  OSM  
Restricted 

 Dolores - Aria for Soprano and Piano by Moreno, Dom S. 
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4652A/19  OSM  
Restricted 

 Spanish Serenade - Violin and Piano by Moreno, Dom S. 

4652A/20  OSM  
Restricted 

 Songs from "The Boree Log" - Around The Boree Log by 
Moreno, Dom S. 

4652A/21  OSM  
Restricted 

 Songs from "The Boree Log" - Six Brown Boxer Hats by 
Moreno, Dom S. 

4652A/22  OSM  
Restricted 

 Songs from "The Boree Log" - Calling Too Me by 
Moreno, Dom S. 

4652A/23  OSM  
Restricted 

 Songs from "The Boree Log" - Come, Sing Australian 
Songs To Me by Moreno, Dom S. 

4652A/24  OSM  
Restricted 

 Songs from "The Boree Log" - The Little Irish Mother by 
Moreno, Dom S. 

4652A/25  OSM  
Restricted 

 Songs from "The Boree Log" - The Presbytery Dog, 
Laughing Mary and The Libel with Peter Nelson's Fiddle. 

4652A/26  OSM  
Restricted 

 The Church Upon the Hill. 

4652A/27  OSM  
Restricted 

 Mass in C Major for four mixed voices by Salvado, R. 

4652A/28  OSM  
Restricted 

 Missa septima (the 7th mass) by Moreno, Dom S. 

   

  NOTE BOOK 

2969A/139  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

 Assorted notes in English and Spanish 

2969A/140  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

 Notes about mathematics in Spanish  

   

  NOTES 

2916A/19  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

February 1891 – 16 
June 1900 

These were found with the maps. It is not possible to 
ascertain which maps the notes originally accompanied. 

   

  PHOTOGRAPHS 

26698P 1913 One photograph of Moora Convent 

   

  PUBLICATIONS 

2830A/27  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1907 and 1914 Revista Montserrating. A collection of articles about the 
Drysdale River Mission published in Revista 
Montserratina between 1907 and 1914. The articles 
were written by Father R Bas OSB and Bishop DF Torrest 
OSB. Bound in one volume. Text in Spanish 

   

  RATION BOOK 

2969A/141  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1880 – 4 June 1982 Book No. 13 Piece Work 

2969A/142  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

January 1954 Number of the Sacraments administered in this Diocese 
of Perth from January 1954 

2969A/143  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1904-1907 Renta de las casa de Perth 

2969A/144  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1904-1907 Renta casas de Perth 

2969A/145  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1908-1911 Renta casas de Perth 

2969A/146  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

July 1913 – May 
1916 

Provides details of houses rented and rents received 
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  REPORTS 

2969A/147  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1909-1910 Annual Report Waste Book 

2969A/148  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1910-1911, 1911-
1912 

Annual Report Waste Book 

2969A/149  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1914-1941 Much of volume without entries with entries at rear 

2969A/150  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

January – 
December 1916 

Mensual Report 

  Translations from various reports written by Bishop 
Salvado to Propaganda Fide in Rome in Italian.  
The translator is Fr. Eugene Perez from the Benedictine 
Archives in New Norcia. The title is the "Historical  
Outline of New Norcia's Benedictine Missionary 
Community." The mission at New Norcia was pioneered 
in the 1840's by a Spanish monk named Dom Salvado for 
the benefit of the local Aboriginal people. The Spanish 
monks who came to New Norcia in the early days had to 
become skilled farmers as well as missionaries and 
teachers. Such were the skills that Dom Salvado attained 
in  order that the Benedictine mission at New Norcia be 

successful. 
4654A 
Restricted 

 "1865".   Describes the arrival of the Benedictine 
fathers, Serra and Salvado, in Perth in 1846, their 
experiences whilst starting the Central mission in New 
Norcia and their dealings with their Bishop, Brady, who 
was situated in Perth. Includes description of work done 
farming the New Norcia mission, teaching the 
Aboriginals christianity, farm deals regarding the 
acquisition of land, Fr. Salvado's journey to Europe in 
order to raise payment for the land at New Norcia and 
his appointment as Bishop whilst visiting Naples. p.1-25. 

4654A 
Restricted 

 Describes Bishop Salvado's return to Perth, his dealings 
with Bishop Serra in the Diocese of Perth and the 
situation surrounding Bishop Salvado's officially 
sanctioned residence at New Norcia and his role as 
Administrator in 1859. p. 25-30. 

4654A 
Restricted 

 "Monastic Missionary Life." Describes Bishop Salvado's 
nomination as temporary Prefect Apostolic of the New 
Norcia mission.The conversion and civilisation of the 
Aborigines became his work as well as teaching them 
farming techniques.Building houses for the use of 
christian aborigines and the monks was a chore as well 
as construction of mission buildings for worship. 
Sicknesses developing within the aboriginal community 
became a major concern for Bishop Salvado. A detailed 
description of the daily timetable of the mission is 
included and the deprivations experienced thereof. p. 
30-39. 

4654A 
Restricted 

 "Origins of the Mission." Bishop Salvado's description of 
his difficulty in securing legally some of the land on 
which the New Norcia mission was located. p. 40-46. 

4654A 
Restricted 

 "Benedictines in Perth and Subiaco". Includes names of 
Benedictine monks present in Perth and New Norcia in 
August, 1859. p. 46-47. 
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4654A 
Restricted 

 "Pax."Letter to "Illustrious Lord" from Bishop Salvado 
informing that the Benedictine monks were relocating 
to New Norcia and dated 3-01-1864. p. 48-49. 

4654A 
Restricted 

 Discussion on the viability of the monastery at New 
Subiaco and the ability of monks to support themselves 
on the sandy soils of the allottments growing grapes, 
olives, figs and vegetables. p. 49-53. 

4654A 
Restricted 

 "A Serious Concern for Natives". A report sent to 
Reverend Lord Cardinal Alexander Barnabo, Prefect of 
the Sacred Congregation of Propaganda Fide, Rome 
from Bishop Salvado and dated 26-01-1865. New Norcia 
is purported  as the only Catholic mission in Australia for 
the conversion of aborigines and includes a discussion 
on the scarcity of funds available for catholic work with 
aborigines  compared  to those funds made available for 
catholic work with Europeans.Also there is a discussion 
involving Bishop Salvado's thoughts on the tentative 
proposal that he could become Bishopric of Perth and 
his penchance for remaining at New Norcia. p. 53-58.  

4654A 
Restricted 

 Letter from Bishop Salvado to Propaganda dated 08-12-
1866 discussing Bishop Salvado's genuine belief that 
catholics are abandoning  christianisation of aborigines. 
p. 58-60. 

4654A 
Restricted 

 "Interlude." Remarks that Bishop Salvado's concern for 
the Australian aborigines is based on the dignity of 
individual human rights. p. 61. 

4654A 
Restricted 

 "English Correspondence Relative to Florence 
Nightingale." Letter to the Colonial Secretary, Perth 
from Bishop Salvado dated 30-01-1864 regarding the 
receipt of "Her Majesty's Secretary of State for the 
Colonies" and a pamphlet by Miss Florence Nightingale. 
p. 62. 

4654A 
Restricted 

 Letter to Colonial Secretary, Perth from Bishop Salvado 
dated 19-02-1864 discussing illnesses as they affect the 
aboriginal population and an outline of the agricultural 
training program provided to aborigines by New Norcia 
mission. p. 63-78. 

4654A 
Restricted 

 Extracts from local papers kept by Bishop Salvado.  
1.Success of the Benedictines of New Norcia which will 
hopefully lead to an overall impression of native tribes 
in the colony.   2.Necessity to teach the aborigines work 
ethics.17-11-1865.   3.Ditto above. 24-11-1865.Perth 
Gazette and WA Times.   4.In total favour of methods of 
teaching aborigines used at New Norcia mission. 15-11-
1865. The Inquirer and Commercial News.   5. A report 
on a marriage ceremony between aborigines. 07-12-
1866.    6.Visit to the Roman Catholic mission at Victoria 
Plains. 23-08-1867.Perth Gazette and WA Times.   7. 
Derogative comment pointed at many Europeans who 
have contact with aborigines. 21-09-1867. Herald. p. 78-
84.  

4654A 
Restricted 

 Short description of incidents that happened whilst 
Bishop Serra  was Administrator of the Perth Diocese up 
until Serra's resignation in 1861 and Bishop Salvado's 
appointment as Abbot Nullius and Prefecture Apostolic. 
12-03-1867. p. 84-85. 
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4654A 
Restricted 

 Bishop Salvado resumes the story in the 1882 report. 
Description of his journey to Rome in 1867. In Spain 
obtained permission  to establish a novitiate for 
Benedictines destined for overseas missions. The 
Escorial Incident: The Escorial includes monastery,  
novitiate, schools, gardens, shops, etc. which was made 
available to train missionary monks. p. 85-86. 

4654A 
Restricted 

 Petition to Queen of Spain from Bishop Salvado dated 
08-11-1867. Requested  to have the freedom to form 
Benedictine communities, that the community be legally 
recognised, that the property acquired be free of 
contribution during establishment, freedom to send 
monks to other missions and that the Spanish Govt. pay 
for cost of passage for Benedictene monks. p. 86-88. 

4654A 
Restricted 

 Royal Decree from Queen Isabel to Bishop Salvado 
dated 22-06-1868 nominating Bishop Salvado President 
of the Ecclesiastical Corporation of Royal Chaplains of St. 
Lawrence of the Escorial. p. 89. 

4654A 
Restricted 

 Letter to Fr. Garrido from Bishop Salvado dated 14-06-
1868. p. 90. 

4654A 
Restricted 

 Letter to President of Junta from Bishop Salvado dated 
03-10-1868 re resignation as President of the 
Ecclesiastical Corporation of Royal Chaplains of St. 
Lawrence of the Escorial. The Escorial became national 
property due to the Spanish revolution of September 
1868. p. 90-91.  

4654A 
Restricted 

 Letter to the new President of the Ecclesiastical 
Corporation from Bishop Salvado dated 10-10-1868  
describing Bishop Salvado's exit from the Escorial. p. 91-
92. 

4654A 
Restricted 

 Letter to the Central Council of the Pious Association of 
the Propagation of the Faith, Lyon, France from Bishop 
Salvado dated 21-12-1868 telling of his plight regarding 
the suspension of the Escorial Monastery and 
requesting assisted passage to New Norcia, Australia for 
himself and 50 laymen. p. 92-93. 

4654A 
Restricted 

 Letter from Anthony Maria Claret to Bishop Salvado 
dated 22-01-1869. Remunerations for Bishop Salvado 
having to relinquish the Escorial. p. 94. 

4654A 
Restricted 

 "Return to Australia". Describes Bishop Salvador's 
expansion of the New Norcia mission into the area 
called Marah by the aborigines. Also a description of the 
celebration of the Assumption of Our Blessed Lady on 
August 15th, 1869, the mission's management during a 
drought in the summer of 1871 and Bishop Salvado's 
participation in the great parliamentary debate on 
education, 1871. Included is a description of a letter 
written by Bishop Salvado to his Eminence Cardinal 
Barnabo dated 07-10-1871 and the reply received dated 
01-02-1872. p. 95-101. 
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4654A 
Restricted 

 Description of a hurricane passing through New Norcia, 
the extension of the buildings in New Norcia, Bishop 
Salvado's visit to the penal settlement on Rottnest 
Island and his effort to have two aborigials freed, the 
construction of the telegraphic station at New Norcia 
and it's eventual staffing by an aboriginal person, the 
visit by Gov. Weld to New Norcia on his way to 
Champion Bay and the event of a State Council at New 
Norcia on 10-10-1877. Also description of the harvest of 
1874 and the 30th anniversary of the founding of the 
New Norcia mission on 01-03-1875. p. 101-117. 

4654A 
Restricted 

 Letter sent to the Minister of State for the Colonies in 
London from Gov. Sir William C F Robinson dated 20-01-
1876 describing the appointment of two aboriginal 
women in succession who have taken charge of the 
telegraph station at New Norcia. p. 118-119. 

4654A 
Restricted 

 Section includes discussion of alcohol pervading black 
society, the system of communication existing within 
the black community in the New Norcia mission and the 
story of Bishop Salvado's inclusion of aboriginal girls at 
the mission. p. 119-125.  

4654A 
Restricted 

 Letter to Queen Isabel  of Spain from Bishop Salvado 
dated 28-10-1876 offering deepest sentiments and 
congratulations on return to throne. p. 125-126 

4654A 
Restricted 

 Letter to Bishop Salvado from Queen Isabella dated the 
10-01-1877 thanking Bishop Salvado and the 
Benedictine missionaries for their service. p.126-127.  

4654A 
Restricted 

 Letter to the French Abbot of Solesmes, Reverend Don 
Charles Couturier from Bishop Salvado dated 28-10-
1876 requesting that training be made available for 
young postulants who would eventually succeed Bishop 
Salvado at New Norcia mission. p. 127-129. 

4654A 
Restricted 

 Letter to Bishop Salvado from Rev Don Charles Couturier 
dated 10-01-1877 acquiescing to Bishop Salvdo's 
requests for the training of novices for the New Norcia 
mission. p.129-131. 

4654A 
Restricted 

 Section mentioning a series of events between October, 
1876 and Febuary, 1877. p. 131-132. 

4654A 
Restricted 

 Letter to Reverend Don Angelo Pescetelli, Abbot and 
Procurator General of the Cassinese. Roma. from Bishop 
Salvado dated  12-05-1877 regarding the 
disbandonement of the monasteries of the 
Congregation of the Cassinese Primitive Observance of 
which New Norcia is a member. p. 132-133. 

4654A 
Restricted 

 Section discussing the advancement of an aboriginal 
cricket team from New Norcia by Mr Lefroy in 1879 and 
deaths from rampaging influenza. In 1880 there was 
commencement of a mail coach which was  used to 
carry passengers. Also Bishop Salvado's experience with 
the "borlya" which was part of aboriginal culture and 
the ideas to establish further Catholic missions in 
Australia's outback. p. 134-141. 
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4654A 
Restricted 

 In this section Bishop Salvado dwells on the symbol that 
New Norcia mission represents to the Roman Catholic 
world and the need that others feel  to reproduce 
another mission modelled on that of New Norcia. p. 
141-144. 

4654A 
Restricted 

 Section by Captain T. Forsyth, Colonial Treasurer, 
relating the activities of the aboriginal servant, Paul 
Jatter - told in Bishop Salvado's words. p. 144-146. 

4654A 
Restricted 

 Section describing the sinking of wells, a much needed 
source of water and Bishop Salvado's desire to extend 
his mission territory out from New Norcia. p. 146-147. 

4654A 
Restricted 

 Section describes a work accident which resulted in the 
death of a worker. p. 147-148. 

4654A 
Restricted 

 Section describes the use of smallpox vaccinations for 
the mission children. Also Bishop Salvado receives a 
European family of mixed religion and agrees to give 
religious instruction to the girls which was consequently 
maintained by aboriginal teachers as told by Bishop 
Salvado. Bishop Salvado leaves for Spain in Febuary, 
1882. p. 148-151. 

4654A 
Restricted 

 Section discusses Bishop Salvado's recognition of the 
impossibility of representing both the Diocese of 
Victoria and the mission of New Norcia because of the 
distance separating them. In Spain Bishop Salvado 
prepared to arrange for the monastery of Montserrat to 
become the foundation of a Benedictine novitiate as 
previously he had planned for the Escorial in 1868.It was 
approved in 1884 by the Spanish Govt. Bishop Salvado 
describes the excellence of the aboriginal band and 
admires particularly aboriginal player Paul Piramino. 
Piramino played in the church following the death of 
Brother Odo. Bishop Salvado also describes his meeting 
with his Eminence the Archbishop of Sydney, Cardinal 
Moran in Fremantle and their consequent visit to New 
Norcia. Aboriginal education is discussed and examples 
of their work examined. The superiority of the New 
Norcia aboriginal cricket team in the city of Perth is 
referred to. Also Bishop Salvado's action to make New 
Norcia into a corporation - nominally the Benedictine 
Community of New Norcia Incorporated. p. 151-171. 

4654A 
Restricted 

 "From Dom Salvado's New Norcia  1846 - 1900." by E. 
Perez. OSB. Bishop Salvador died in Rome aged 87 years. 
p. 172-176. 

   

  SERMON BOOK 

2969A/151  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

22 November 1894 
– 10 March 1895 

Sermon Book 

   

  VOCABULARIES 

1957A/1-5   MICROFILM  Aboriginal vocabularies from New Norcia. Four are 
Italian – Native; one is Native - Italian 

   

  WAGES BOOKS 

2969A/152  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

12 September 1853 
– 14 August 1856 

Wages paid from various sources 
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2969A/153  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1905 Wages and Expenses Servants – Natives Invoices 
Receipts 

2969A/154  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1906 Wages and Expenses Servants – Natives Invoices 
Receipts 

2969A/155  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1907 Wages and Expenses Servants – Natives Invoices 
Receipts 

2969A/156  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1908 Wages and Expenses Servants – Natives Invoices 
Receipts 

2969A/157  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1909-1910 Wages and Expenses Servants – Natives Invoices 
Receipts 

2969A/158  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1910, 1911, 1912 Wages and Expenses Servants – Natives Invoices 
Receipts 

2969A/159  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1912 Wages and Expenses Servants – Natives Invoices 
Receipts 

2969A/160  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

1913 Wages and Expenses Servants – Natives Invoices 
Receipts 

2969A/161  MICROFILM 
Restricted 

January 1925 – 31 
March 1933 

 

2969A/162  MICROFILM 
Restricted   

15 April 1962 – 
February 1965 

Dom Patrick Miscampbell 

2969A/163  MICROFILM 
Restricted   

1954-1965  
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